
Part 1:  Grammar

Directions:  It is important to have a solid grasp of the below in order to more rapidly
learn new vocabulary and improve one’s writing technique.   Hopefully you have already
had exposure to some or all of these, and I will definitely review them all in the
beginning of the school year, but there may be some students who have difficulty with
these.  If you anticipate this being the case, or ELA is a challenging subject for you, or if
you just want to get a headstart on things, please carefully review the following
definitions and examples.  Study them regularly until you have mastered your
understanding of them.

4 major parts of speech: nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs

Nouns:  things, such as people, places, and objects.
Examples:  basketball, classroom, dog, light, sandwich, Mike, playground

Verbs:   actions; something that is done by a noun
Examples:  cry, jump, whisper, smile, complain, eat, choose, think, draw

Adjectives:  words that describe nouns; they tell you what kind of noun it is
Examples:  pretty, happy, hungry, slippery, slow, blue, big, nice, favorite, expensive

Adverbs:  words that describe a verb; they tell you how something was done
Examples:  quickly, slowly, kindly, gently, repeatedly, loudly

—----------------------------------------------------

Part 2:  Reading

-Read “Way of the Warrior Kid” by Jocko Willink.  It’s a quick and easy read, with a
valuable message about life.

-Read 15 minutes a day, every day, for at least 2 weeks straight.
(Optional Bonus Challenge - Legendary Mode!!   Read 15 minutes a day, every day, for
the entire summer!  Only for the most hardcore readers!!)

Directions:  You’ll notice it says read 15 minutes a day, every day, but it does not specify
what to read.  This is because it can be anything - fiction, nonfiction - as long as it is
words and paragraphs.  Find something that you enjoy reading.  We do A LOT of
reading in 5th grade, so start building those reading muscles!  The first step is building



the stamina to read regularly and for a continuous period of time without losing your
focus.  For some people this comes naturally; for others it takes practice.

Advice for improving one’s reading and comprehension:

Effectively comprehending a text is the result of many factors.  Vocabulary, for example:
it is difficult to understand a text if there are important words that don’t make sense to
you.   But there are some other large factors that people often don’t think about or don’t
know how to improve upon.

-Reading Fluency:   If one struggles to decode the words, then by the time you get to
the end of the sentence, or paragraph, you’re no longer grasping how what you just
read relates to what you read at the beginning of the sentence or paragraph.  In order to
fully grasp a text, one must be able to read smoothly and clearly (fluently).  The pinnacle
of good reading fluency is being able to read with expression, because the meaning of
the words is so strongly and effortlessly grasped.  I find this is best practiced reading
aloud.  Some students might be able to self-monitor and self-correct for any errors;
others might need the assistance of a parent or teacher.

-Critical Thinking: It is possible to merely read the words without grasping what the
text is communicating.  Reading is inherently an act of thinking; in order to understand
what one reads, one must be thinking about what is being read.  Strong readers have
internalized this skill; for readers who have not yet developed it, it must be practiced
explicitly.  Follow these guidelines when reading:

-STOP periodically when reading to make sure that you understood what you just read,
and to notice if you have any questions about what you just read.  This is called
self-monitoring during reading.

-Every so often (every paragraph, every few paragraphs, or every page), stop and
summarize what you have read so far.  To summarize is to put in your own words, in a
shortened way, all of the most important ideas being communicated in the text.

-If at any time you find yourself confused, or not understanding something you read,
etc.., READ it again.  Think about it and DON’T GIVE UP!  Even if you don’t figure out
the thing that you are thinking about, the process of challenging yourself like this will
develop the mental skills that you need to improve as a reader.

Have a great summer! See you in 5th grade!
-Mr. Fox


